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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 

WALNUT CREEK 
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Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Math Tutor

$35/hr. All levels of Math,
elementary thru Calculus. SAT & ACT.
Call Seymour (510) 823-2314,
shanan1937@yahoo.com

For Rent

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Pet Care

Animal lover will care for your
pet in your home while you're
away. References upon request.
Wendy 925-325-9476

Insurance

Lath & Stucco

Lath, Plastering, Stucco, Stucco
Repairs, Decorative Stucco

Trim and More!

absolutelathstucco@gmail.com
www.absolutelathstucco.com

Please call (510) 227-8110
for a FREE ESTIMATE!

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height
Email to: classified@

lamorindaweekly.com

Help Wanted

Local flower shop looking for
temp part time floral designer.
Call Neshe at (925) 360-1693

St. Mary’s Baseball Finding Early-
Season Rhythm
By Dean Boerner

Despite graduating star slugger Collin 
Ferguson, St. Mary’s baseball returns 

most of the talented nucleus that led the 
Gaels to their first winning season in six 
years. Last season, the Gaels finished 28-27 
– a substantial improvement on the 16-39 re-
cord of the season before – and now, at 15-
10, many in the program are excited about 
the upward, winning trend. 
	 “Last year was a big year for us,” said 
junior catcher Nate Nolan. “We had a lot 
of guys from that team return this year, so 
having that taste of success was good and 
showed a lot of guys what we were capable 
of.” 
	 Head coach Eric Valenzuela is confident 
that his team will build off of its improve-
ment from a year ago. “I like that attitude of 
our guys,” said Valenzuela. “As long as we 
have energy and enthusiasm, we’re going to 
be okay.”
	 Early on, the Gaels don’t appear to have 
any glaring weakness. The Gaels’ Friday 
starter, junior Corbin Burnes – a West Coast 
Conference Preseason Pitcher of the Year 
selection – leads the pitching staff. Burnes 
followed a solid sophomore campaign with 
a dominant summer in the Cape Cod League. 
The tall right-handed hurler touches 94 mph 
with his fastball, and is expected to go in the 
first few rounds of the Major League Base-
ball Draft this June. 
	 The team’s Saturday and Sunday starters 
are also juniors: Johnny York and Cameron 
Neff. York won seven games last season, a 

team high, while Neff posted a 2.23 ERA in 
five starts. 
	 Another area of improvement is the bull-
pen, a major liability in previous seasons. 
This spring, the Gaels’ relief corps is a mix of 
both experience and youth. Nathan Simmons 
and David Dellaserra are the staff’s elder 
statesmen – it’s only seniors – while new-
comers Bryce Reichmann, a junior transfer, 
and freshmen Ty Madrigal and Jonathan 
Buckley round out the pen. 
	 “Our greatest strength, as opposed to oth-
er years, is that this year we have a lot more 
depth in the bullpen and offensively,” Burnes 
said. 
	 Valenzuela points to his pitching staff’s 
command as a crucial factor in their success. 
“We have to throw strikes,” he explained. 
“We give up some hits, but it’s better than 
walking guys and giving up free bases.” 
	 On offense, the Gaels return several key 
contributors. Sophomore Zach Kirtley, No-
lan, and seniors Anthony Villa and Anthony 
Gonsolin, headline a balanced lineup. Kirtley 
– who batted .346 as a freshman and earned 
Louisville Slugger Freshman All-American 
honors – is locked in as the team’s leadoff 
hitter, Nolan and Villa anchor the middle 
of the lineup with their right-handed power 
bats, while Gonsolin provides both extra-
base power and base-stealing acumen.
	 Just over a month into the season, Saint 
Mary’s holds a 6-3 record in conference. 
Nolan has already launched five homeruns 
– including a walk-off blast against rival 
Gonzaga on March 25. Kirtley is once again 
hitting for a superbly high average, but he’s 
also added a power element to his game, 
matching Nolan’s homerun total of five. Ed-
die Haus, a redshirt freshman, has also hit 
well. He burst onto the scene this summer 
after winning the Hampton’s League MVP.
	 “It seems like we have new guys who 
step up every day,” Nolan expressed. 
	 Even with the early success, Valenzuela 
stresses improvement. “Executing from an 
offensive standpoint is something we have to 
keep improving on,” Valenzuela said. 
	 On the mound, Corbin Burnes has met, 
and maybe even surpassed, expectations. 
Burnes has four wins and ERA below 2.00. 
Johnny York has also pitched well, and the 
Gaels bullpen continues to be productive, es-
pecially southpaw Bryce Reichmann. 
	 The Gaels seem to have the pieces to 
compete for a WCC championship for the 
first time in years. “I think we have a very 
special team this year,” Burnes said. “By 
sticking to the process, I think this team can 
do something that no other Saint Mary’s 
baseball team has done before.”

Acalanes Baseball’s Video-
Analysis System a Home Run
By Spencer Silva

After several years of offensive output 
seemingly incommensurate with their 

talent, Acalanes Dons’ head coach Justin 
Santich-Hughes, and others, decided to look 
for answers. 
	 “We always thought our offense could be 
better, so we wanted to invest in some tools,” 
he explained.
	 Two years ago, they found a tool in Right-
ViewPro, a video-tracking system developed 
by former major leaguer Don Slaught. 
	 With the help of the Lafayette A’s – a lo-
cal non-profit that helps fundraise for local 
baseball projects – and Acalanes parents, the 
program was able to raise enough money to 
purchase cameras, a radar gun and the ac-
companying computer software. 
	 At the professional and collegiate ranks, 
teams have long used advances in technol-
ogy and data gathering to effect change in 
box scores. Now, it seems, the “Moneyball” 
ethos made famous by the Oakland Athletics 
is trickling all the way down to high school. 
	 The Acalanes baseball field now features 
three cameras that record every single play 
from both first and third base sides, as well as 
from behind home plate. Last year, during the 
system’s inaugural season, video from games 
was primarily used to aid hitting coach Clint 
Hoover, who played for both Cal and the 
Houston Astros, in tweaking players’ swings. 
	 The system also allows coaches to jux-
tapose players’ swings with those of current 
major leaguers. If players use a leg kick, for 
instance, they can compare themselves to 
Blue Jays’ third baseman Josh Donaldson; 
or, if a player has a minimal stride, they may 
decide Angels’ first baseman Albert Pujols is 
a better model.
	 “Every single major leaguer has the same 
things in their swing. Why wouldn’t we try 
to get our guys there if we can?” Santich-
Hughes asked.
	 The results thus far have been eye open-
ing. Despite graduating many of their key 
players, the Dons raised their team batting 
average some 45 points and won the DFAL 
crown in 2015. Santich-Hughes estimates the 
team average is up another 40-or-so points 
this season. 
	 “We just started using the system to its 

full capabilities,” Santich-Hughes said. 
	 In order to track more data – to develop 
scouting reports on opposing pitchers and hit-
ters, position defensive shifts, and even learn 
coach and umpire tendencies – the team hired 
two Acalanes students, senior Matt Self and 
sophomore Tyler Sverak to log play-by-play 
data into the system’s proprietary software. 
The RightView Pro also came with a Stalker 
II radar gun – the preferred model of major 
league scouts – to track pitch velocity.
	 Self became interested in sports analyt-
ics after using the Hudl – video analysis soft-
ware for football – during his tenure on the 
school’s football team. He has a background 
in technology and is considering pursuing the 
intersection between sports and technology 
as a career.
	 “The pitchers always want to see the ra-
dar-gun readings,” Self said.
	 Santich-Hughes believes that his career, 
which ended after four years at San Jose State 
as a catcher, could have been different with 
the type of technology his kids have. 
	 “I had really good coaching and I was 
never taught this stuff. I’m convinced I’d be 
playing in the major leagues if I could hit! 
Maybe that’s a stretch, but that’s the kind of 
impact this stuff has,” he declared. 
	 Another benefit to the technology is it 
allows the team to send colleges accurate 
data on potential recruits, a luxury most high 
schools don’t have. 
	 Last week the Dons (9-1 overall, 2-0 
DFAL) started DFAL play with comfortable 
victories over both Dougherty Valley and 
Campolindo. They’re averaging a robust 6.6 
runs-scored per game and appear to be the 
team to beat in the DFAL. 
	 Santich-Hughes admits he’s been fielding 
more questions about the system recently.
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